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Popular Front Government, nor in any political party; it lies in
the Corporate State. Only by the Fascist revolution can the
middle classes defend themselves against proletarianization."

In this way Parliament was used by Senor Calvo Sotelo and his
friends merely as an agitator's platform. The debates in the House
became more and more heated. Those who had been defeated in
the elections talked as though they had been victorious, as though
they had the whole country behind them. Responsible for a state
of increasing disturbance, they yet held themselves up as the only
sponsors of law and order. On May 6th, Senor Casares Quiroga,
Minister of the Interior, was cheered by his supporters when he
counter-attacked Calvo Sotelo. (The latter had replaced Gil
Robles, who was considered by the Right wing to be too greatly
contaminated with parliamentarism and too mild in his attacks, as
Leader of the Opposition.) "Disarm?" exclaimed the Minister;
"we are disarming; we have rounded up 13,000 fire-arms in
Granada, 7,000 in Jaen. But these belonged to the Right. It is the
Phalangist gunmen in the motor-cars, and not the working men,
who are causing the bloodshed."

The Right wing were not daunted by this partial confiscation
of the war material which they had carefully accumulated against
an electoral defeat. They relied on the Army generals and pinned
all their hopes on a military rising. From Berlin and Rome came
messages of encouragement, together with good news of the
reception given to the various emissaries sent to solicit support
from the two great Fascist powers when the attacking signal
should be given. Ever since February 4th, before the elections,
when General Sanjurjo and Jos6 Antonio Primo de Rivera, the
Phalangist leader, under the pretext of an innocent winter-sports
visit to Partenkirchen, arrived at the Kaiserhof, Berlin (a hotel
reserved for guests of the German Government), the bonds
between National Socialism and Spanish Fascism had been
sealed. As we have seen, the negotiations with Rome dated from
1934, and at no time, least of all during the Gil Robles Govern-
-ment, did the Italian Embassy in Madrid fail to show the greatest
interest in the activities of its ideological associates and future
brothers-in-arms.